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ANY of our friends have expected that we ſhould 
t ſome time ago. Some have both ſ#ppoſed and afir- 


nd the ſentiments of the addreſs. We can aſſure our 
ds, that this was not the caſe. No time was loſt in 
wing an anſwer to the letter. It was finiſhed ſeves 
ek, frace, But the following reaſons prevented our 


he ſubjects in diſpute, between the committee, and 
s Benſon and Mather ———this the committee, 


tate reply, 2. When our remarks were nearly 
ſor the preſs, we were informed that Meſſers Mather 
Cros ther were printing againſt. the addreſs. Mr 
n adviſed us not to publiſh till Mr Mathers anſwer 


pablications. 3» We think, what we have prepared 


by the remarks which. Mr Kilham has annexed to 
al, He has anticipated every material argument, 
erſued the jubject much in the ſame manner wet had 
gel. We have enlarged much farther upon ſeveral 
and have not treated the ſubjects exaQly in th 

el. . | 

we conſider his remarks to have ſuperceeded the 
ty of our publiſhing what we have prepared. We 


have made a Public reply to Mr Benſon's p-. 


hat our ſilence aroſe from a want of argument to 


king it. t. A friendly correſpondence took place 


Jered more uſeful to the cauſe in general, than an 


out. This determined us- to wait till we ſaw. both 


u preſs in replyto Mr Benſon, is rendered unnece/> 


ao juſt received from Briſtol, a pamphlet entitled; 


Free enquiry, mutual deliberation, ans liberty q 
« ſcience, proved to be the only bonds of laſtin 


« among the methodiſts. Exemplified from they 
6 ſenitiments ef the moſt reſpectable preachers a 
« ing friends in our connexion. Publiſhed in nen lain 
% pamphlets and circular letters, ſince the death Hen, 
«« Weſley.” The pubiiſher of this pamphlet a 
to have minutely inveſtigated every ſubject which! ſlate 
agitated among vs. We therefore refer all who x pt th 
a defence of the Newcaſtle addreſs, to this public Hy © 
and to Mr Kilhzm's remarks. When thele are Huber 
iwered, if we are not fully couvinced ef our end 
way then reply to Mr Ber ſon's leiter. 
Uut as Meſſis Mather ard Pawſon have purſues = 
ferent method in writing, we are called upon, in dd 
cf our own characters, and the principles we mai 
to come forward, and in our turn ſolemnly appeal 
connexion at large. It is truth, and truth almet| 
are ſeeking after, As this is the avowed objede 
. purſuit, we ſhall endeavour to prove, that the | 
principles oſ our addreſs remain unſhaken, by en 
tempt which has been made to deſtroy their influend 
We are ſorry to obſerve, that Meſſrs Mather and 
ſon imagine, there is a combination between Mr r 
and us. We can aſſure dur readers, that ſo far trail © © 
Having any combination with him in his Progreſs C 4 
berty, not one of us knew that he was preparing an rl 
work, nor did we ever ſee a line of it till it was publ ber 
The leading principles of his out- lines of a con 
met with our cordial approbatien, but there are} 4 A 
things in the pamphlet which we never approt 375 
Yer we think -u. r the cr een 
and apology given in anſwer to the London egg, oa 
ſufficient to palliate for thoſe parts which are ultly ape 
tionable. | 1 
So far as his defigns are according to the reveal ue 
of God, we are not aſhamed of ownizig, that they ed her 
with ours. But if they mean that we were one y er tn 
in forming and publiſhing his deſigns, they ar: Wl ou 
miſtaken, for we had no knowledge of them, till Mn ane 
pearedin print. And it appears to us, that the , ro- 
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| 3 | 
eonfote his dats to prove au with: ther 
ode can eaſily judge of, that the grievances he corge | 
ins of, do not exiſt. Til. this is done, we are of opini- 
ho, that ſhould the diſtri meetings, and even the con» 
ence cbademn him, his condut will be Juftified, by every 
ſatereſted lover of truth, who has no intereſt to ſerve, 
it that which is at the «mt diilance from the crooked. 
er o/ the men of thirworlds who, may often be as wile 
; ſerpzars, but are ſeldom. harmleſs as doves. 
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E are ſorry it is become abſolutely neceſſary ſor ua 
in to appear before the public, to vindicate our cha- 4! 

gers from the miſrepreſentation of Meſſrs Mather and (| 

64 won, If we were the only perſons that ſhould ſuffer | 

I der appeal, we ſhould never have thought it neceſſary 

ol e,; but when we conſider, that what they have ſaid 

"WW a tendency to hurt the cauſe which our addreſs | 

Prag for, we cannot forbear laying our ſentiments before: 

exp r brethren, that they may not be miſled by the attacks 
ud are made upon us and our work. Every argument 

opcctance in their pamphlet, has been already more 

ly ſtated in Mr Benſon's letter. For an anſwer to- 

id we refer you to Mr Kilham's remai ks. Let it be ob- 

ed here, we think ourſelves much obliged to Mr Ben- 

for the candid. and liberal. manner, in which he has 

ated our characters: and for the amiable ſpirit of mode. 

on and friendſhip, which; with one or two exeeptions, 

6 thro' the whole ol his letter. We rejoiced to diſco- 

lis on our firſt reading it: but ſince the appearance 
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| 6 

of this pamphlet, we have ſeen it in a Nill more bei We 
light than we did at that time. For the old able 4 
is made good, that contraſts generally illuitrate , my 

ether. , 
' Meſſrs Mather and Pawſon ſay, page 6. «1, ;, - 
« our intention to reproach any man, or knowing F * 
* miſrepreſent any thing &c.” Far be it ſrom us; al 
pute evil intentions to- any one, but whatever was th have 
fign of theſe good men in the beginning of their y xd, 
they have certainly ſtrangely forgotten their dec, fiM;  : 
in the proſecution cf it. For our part we are oblize(M: bt 
oοn, ve never met with any publication before, in wil. . 
the authors Jail to our charge ſo many things which will « 
knew not, and in which our deſigns were ſo much I mt 
preſented. We proceed to lay beſore our reader; ho 
remarks, upon ſuch parts of the appeal as we think « k wh 
tional, and then leave them to judge, how far we} 14 ev; 
been fairly treated by theſe brethren. But let it hy Ws te 
marked, we have only to defend the Neweallle 2 pers n 
Whatever may be objected againſt other publication: :ttc 
leave them to the defence of their authors, Unk 
We begin fieſt, wich what is objected againk red 
part of our addreſs, which aſſeits. That accord pura: 
« the preſent exiſting rules of conſerence (as tar n top 
« uneerftand them, the methodiſt preachers rule e nul 
people without confulting them. — The preſent ee r. 
conference imply, that the people ſhould not be ci e not 
« ed, For inſtance, what rule requires an aſſiſtant ere n 
cult leaders and ſtewards in the appointment 0 emed 
| leaders and ſtewards, or in the reception of mem Cn 
* or the quarterly meeting, in the appointment Tua: 
« preachers : recommending preachers to traral, or ge to] 
« excluſion; the making and receiving collections, ?! 
. © the diviſion of circuits? Who can deny that we Lou, 
« ſociety, in which the people have ud voice? in uli ing 
g re not permitted to deliberate in the choice f their e mor 
« cers, formation of their ewn laws, or diſiribution ) kerne 
baun property? We have no alternative on any 0 ye 
« ſybjects, bor RESISTANCE.” Me Benſon ha vi! 
fJome obſervations on this ſubject, for an anſwer to D 
we refer you to Mr K——$ remarks, publiſned brech 


—— — — 


end ot his trial. 


We ſhall in the ſecond place, call your attention, te 
charges which are brought agaialt us, reſpecting our 
Cot to our venerable and ever eſteemed father, Mr 
ley, We cannot he'p thinking what is ſaid on this 
j:0 by Meſſrs Mather and Pawſon, is parfe/ely deſian. 
\ enflame the paſſions of the people againſt us, For 
aiſuredly know, that could it once be proved, that 
have ſlandered the eharacter of that eminent ſervant 
xd, (for whom we always did, and {till do retain as 
q 2 refpet as theſe writers. can do) they would un- 
bredly reject any thing we have to ſay with abhor- 
ce aud indignatioa. The thinking part of our read- 
will ezfily ſee through this thin diſguiſe. It cannot 
ymiſl;ad any one. For by their aſſerting too much, 
whole of their deſign is fruſtrated, None cf our bre« 
n who know us, will ever be perſuaded to believe, we 
d ever deſignedly publiſh any thing that would be in- 
zus to the character of Mr Welley. But that our 
gers may fee this ſubject in the cleareſt light, we beg 
r attention to the following quotations. 5 

Unkind things are ſaid of him, whoſe memory is de- 
rredly dear to many of you, as well as to us. His 
eputation is of far greater importance than all ours 
ut together ; even if thoſe brethren were added ito 
e number. Was it not Mr Wefley who made 
heſe rules [complained of by the addreſſers?] 2. Did 
e not jzvariaby require a conformity to them? z. 
Vere not the people and preachers proportionably el- 
emed by him, as they corz/ermed to, and exforced them? 
Cin we then be wrong 1a ſaying, they are his rules? 
That whatever can be ſaid of them is only applica- 
|: to him Fit, and to the preachers in a ſecondary 
ay? Was hethen antiſcriptural ? Was his ſyſtem fo ? 
You, brethren have heard him; you have read his 


7 


e more ſcriptural ? We think that you have not 
learned your bible Do you really think that Mr 
My or Vit rules are oppreſive—— Are you acquaiut- 


wee; by attending cloſely to his Tules—— Cannot 
 biethren who addreſs you join in this record ; and 
| 66 Per- 


ming+, did you ever hear or read the works of any 


wii any whom he oppreſſed ? or that have been 


„ 
« perhaps are nat aſhamed to acknowledge. — 
« doing we get our wiſdom, prety, and wealth 2? unde 2 
© foſterir g, not oppreſſive hand of that truly by bu 
« ard SCRIPTURA L. man, we have grown to ag f 
4 are. If this be fo, we muſt leave you to ct n 
« how wonderſully theſe brethren have miſtock! 
% way; Alſo of the propriety of the return the i” * 
&. for all thoſe advantages; particularly fr:m the 
© ——You-muſt ſay, how candid it is to lay theſ 
© to the door of a deceaſed FATHER, that K = 
« be branded-as an enemy to the connexinn, hy ef F 
el. ing ſuch a ſyſtem of «//cripteral and of prefive g 

Upon theſe paſſages we ſhall! make a tew remy 
We greatly honour and revere the character of lh 
ley. His memory is as precions to us, as to any 
in the connexion, © We believe he was raiſed up, e 
mat kably owned. of God to the inhabitants of the 
tions, and to ſeveral parts of America. His labo 
uſefulneſs, perhaps were never exceeded by ay 
fince the days of the apoſtles; 2: Conſidering hin 

| firſt founder of methodiſm, we believe that it was 
poſſihle to act with greater wiſdom and prudence t| 
did, in the formation and government of an infant 
ty, The claſs and band rules — directions fer p 
and exhortations to the ſocieties for watch nigh 
feaſts, and body bands, are ſuch excelleut means off 
that they are generally eſteemed by both the per 
preachers. Fheſe under the bleſſing of God, hang 
attended with much good ta thoſe who have can 
ouſly practiſed them. It is allowed on all hands, f 
addreis ſays nothing againſt thoſe- rules. 3. While Mi 
| ley lived, he conſidered himſelf as placed, by the 
| LORD ofthe church, at the head of all our ſociet ur pen 
he exerciſed fuch authority, as could not have be, 7 if 

ciſed by any perſon, who was not exactly in his inn g. 8 

Hear his own words, Large Minutes. “ Neitb 2 3 

at any time diveſt myſelf of the power which in h 

« vidence of God kad caſt upon me without 

« ſign or choice of mine, What is that power! 

« power of admitting to, or excluding from ti 

eties under my care —of chooſing. or. remoni 
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. 
de- cf receiving or not receiving helpers c. T 
„the preachers have engaged themſelves to ſubmit, 
it they are not thus engaged to any man or number 
nen beſides. 'T'o me the people in general will ſub- 
wit, but they will not thus ſubmit to any other.'* 
n hence it appears he might make what uſe of this 
wer he thought proper. We believe, he generally uſ- 
to the beſt of purpoſes, He might, and perhaps 
on various occaſions, authorize ſuch of the preach- 
:« he moſt approved, to act for him. And when he 
ſo, their meaſures could not be diſputed. He could 
s by his owa authocity, juſtify the Reps they had ta- 
by his direction. But ſhould they continue to exer- 
ſuch a power independently of the people, now he is 
en to his reward, his own minutes expreſsly aſſert, that 
people will not ſubmit to any other man or number 
gen, as they did to him Hence it appears, that it was 
altogether ſo proper to act upon the ſame plan of diſci 
be, alter Mr Weſley's death, as it was while he preſided 
rus; and by his own authority, which in his opinion, 
neither derived from preachers nor people, but from 
d himſelf. Some of the preachers may ſuppoſe, that 
fand exactiy in the ſame place, and poſſeſs the very 
pruer and influence which he had, but many of the 
de, and not a few of the preachers, are of quits 
rent ſentiments. | 45 
eappeal to the connexion at large; if what is plead» 
for iu our addreſs, might not have been peaceably a» 
immediately after Mr Wefley's death? Would not 
ſccieties in general have rejoic ed, if the preachers had 
te forward and ſaid: Our venerable father, jult cal» 
ed to his reward, has left us in ſuch a fituation, as in- 
luces us earneſtly to deſire the advice and prayers of 
ur people, that ſuch a plan may be formed, as ſhall 
ute us in ſuch indiſſoluble bonds of union, intereſt, 
ad zF:Rion as will make the preachers and pcopie 
Ine forever.” Would this mode of conduct have re- 
ed in the leaſt on the wiſdom or piety of the conſe- 
e? would it have leſſened their power or influence 
die people? would it not have eſtabliſhed them mor e 
| acoly 


fit mly in their as, a and 2x S thai 

had nothing in view but the honour of God and 

happineſs of 

ed any dangerous diviſions, or deſtrutive ; 
"from ever being heard of agar s? then indeed g 

we have continued to ſing, wit 

cord in our hearts or voices. Together let us fach 


* And reign above the ſky. ” 
We ſhall conclude our remarks on this head w 
quotation from Dr Whitehead's excellent life of Mel 
ley. 
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ec 
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ed {lrength in its progreſs, at every intermedia 


dreſs by applying to him. 


all our ſocieties, would have enti; eh prey 


ut the leaſt ju q bican 
nconi 
s hip 


arer 
out | 


Together let us die Til} all receive a 


« During the time that Mr Weſley ſtrictiy and 
perly ſpeaking, governed the ſocieties, his pow 
ab/olute. There were no rights, or privileges; gg 
of power or influence: but what were crea 
ſanctioned by him: nor could any perſon holdy 
but during his pleaſure. The whole fyſtem cf ny 
diſm, like a complicated machine, was for w du 
his direction, and his will gave motion to all itz 
and turned it this way or that way, as he tha 
proper. His influence, like a mighty torrent. gaj 


between him, and the great body of the people 
They derived this benefit from his ſupreme pouer, 
if any were injured or oppreſſed by the ignorance 
raſhneſs of a preacher, they obtained immediate 


% Hitherto I have ſpoken of Mr Weſley's power( 
in relation to his perſonal character. But Ire 
acknowledge, that his abſolute, unlimited powe 
in its conſequences, ſince his death, been ag 
injury to the ſocieties. It has been the parent 
ſ{yfem, of governmeut, highly oppreſſive to mal 
dividuals, and much more injurious to the rigit 
the people, than his own. He conſtantly ated 
middle perſcn, between the preachers and pe 
and was ready to protect the people, the poor as 
as the rich, e any inſult or oppreſſion they 


receive. At preſent, the preachers claim uulin 
« Mc 


„ 8 
bo wer, both to make laws and execute them, by them - 
eyes or their deputies, without any intermediate au- 
dority exiſting, to ad as a check in favour of the peo - 
je. But what is ſtill much worſe than all the reſt, 
that the preſent ſyſtem of government among the 
nethodiſts, requires ſuch arts of human policy and 
hicanery to carry it on, as in my opinion are totally 
\confitant with the openeſs of goſpel ſimplicity. It 
s hippy that the great body of the preachers do not 
"ter into the ſpirit of it, and indeed know little a- 
out it: being content with doing their duty on the 
*cnits to which they are appointed, and promoting 
hz ſyiritual welfare of the people. And. the hope is, 
hat this mode of government will ſoon be altered.“ 
vol, pages 474+ 476, 4. | 

aving fully ſtated our opinion reſpecting the power 
ch Mr Weſley had, : 


» 
ak our readers, wherein we have unkindly treated 
chacatter of this excellent perſon? We have ſhewn 
the people in general, conſidered theſe rules of diſ- 
ne as highly proper to be obſerved while he contin - 
with us; and he has taught us, chat they would not 
poked upon in the ſame light after his death. We 
ppain, becauſe we are fully convinced of the impor- 
e of his reputation, where have we reflected unkindly 
n his character? But it is aſked, „was it not Mr 
l:y who made theſe rules??? Yes: for the govern- 
t of our ſocieties during his life time. And in the o- 
of their author, they were certainly not unſerip- 
and conſequently, he muſt neceſſarily have moſt - 
med thoſe who beſt tulfilled the deſign he had in ap- 
ung them. It is not wrong to aſſert, that what the 
| alludes to were his rules: but it is exceedingly 
ig, for them to repreſent us as detracting from the 
ater of Mr Weſley, becauſe we have ſpoken our 
s freely on that ſyRem of diſcipline, which he knew 
jeople would examine with attention, and probably 
alter, ſoon after his deceaſe. We have heard 
preach to our unſpeakable comfort, and have read 
(ellent writings with peculiar pleaſure; and have 

$$: E : derived 
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ſent. They gladly ſubmitted to his fyſfem of diſeſ 


might have been one forever. 
We gladly acknowledge, that the doctrines pub 


12 
derived much inſtruction from them. And as far, 
can judge, they are in general conſiſtant with tj 
racles of God. But like all other human compoſiting 


they ought to be carefully examined, and diligently tt 
pared with the infallible word of prophecy, o aubich ur hz | 
elways do well to take heed. To this Mr Weſley frequey al 
ly exhorted us. Let his writings be ever (> excellent: AL 
ſcriptural, we cannot diſcover their intrinſic value, „ al 
| give them their due honour, without ſuch an examing eh! 
or we can call no man ablolute maſter on earth, yi rw 
we conſider that one is our maſter, even Chril, aut. 
him only we can pay ſuch implicit obedience, as to reg ann, 
his word without examination. For when we are m cqu 
is he who ſpeaks to us it is certainly our duty to he vent 
voice and follow him, though, it were to priſog for 
to death: becauſe it is impoſſible for him either wer! 
deceived, oi that he ſhould deceive his people, ith ft 
cannot juſtly be ſaid, of the wiſeſt or the beſt of Heuler 
becauſe they all ſee through a glaſs darkly: and it is ver! 
dithonovr even to Paul's character, that we muſt na ary t 
low him, any farther than he followed Chriſt. . We of. 
from what has been ſaid our brethren will ſee that ve s he 1 
not guilty of the heinous crime laid to our charge, pe 
which from our ſouls we utterly deteſt. And that i ba. 
will agree with us in ſaying, that Meſſts Mu 
and Pawſon, might have with as much truth, ch r - 
gell. 


ed us with robbing Mr Weſley in the highway, 2 
wilfully * the excellency of his cha Ne, 
by laying any thing to the door of our deceaſed fu 
which is calculated to brand him as an enemy to thed 
nexion. But we muſt repeat it again, that the meth id to- 
as a body, have always been ruled, as far as it 1 ur 
diſcipline, without being conſulted : rho? during Mr e © 


ley's life time, they were not governed without theicC 7 t 
elt lor 
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but many of them think that it ought to have ende 
His death : and that ſuch a ſyſtem ſhould have been 

bliſhed as would have opened a more perfect commut 
tion between preachers and people, that their it 


eſley and his preachars, have proved * 
| a 


1 
L-ble bleſſing to us. By them we were firft convine- 
of Ga, and turned from darkneſs to light, and brought 
the paths of deſtruction into the way of life. And 
be blellng of the Lord, upon our lawful endeavours, 
1] of us have proſpered in the world: but none can 
weak as to imagine, that if we have attained wiſdom, 
and wealth it can only be attributed to our attention, 
ad 1 ales of diſcipline as the addreſs complains cf. And 
rworthy chairman 1s particularly referred to, we 
authority to aſſure Meff.s Mather and Pawſon, and 
onne xion at large, that ever ſince Mr Smith was 
pcquainted with Mr Weſley, he las entertained a very 
yeneration for his character and the ſincereſt affec. 
for his perſon ; and that he always thought it a 
er honour to ſtand in ſo near a relation to him. Yet 
uh landing his being favoured with Mr Ws 
ular friendſhip and correſpondence for many years, 
ver was of the number of thoſe who partook of his 
ar; favours. Whatever Meſſrs M. and F. may have 
iſt of reſpe ding thoſe matters, the chairman ackuow- 
5 he never received from him ſo much as a preſent 
wo penny pamphlet, 5 | 
(ha!l now in the third place, call your attention, to 
it is laid we have declare d, reſpecting the preachers; 
old and young. 4 Many unfair inſinuations are 
gelled; yea things groundleſſly aſſerted againſt us 
tare, or thoſe that may be your preachers. Of us 
y, we govern you without conſulting you. 
| this ſhould not be ſufficient to render you evil af 
d toward us, who are your old fervents, and de. 
pur confidence in us, they deſire “ all our col- 
075 to be put into other hands.“ Of the younger 
ſchers they ſay, They are weak, ignorant, not e- 
eat lor piety, nor of ſufficient. abilities to gain the 
mand confidence of the people. Attempting to 
diſcord amonglt our brethren, ſtriving to make 
minds evil affected, by unfair repreſentations of 
old and young preachers.” — Do not the 
parents and relations ot thoſe preachers whom you 
ſo depreciated, deſerve your -conceſfions &c. In 
adreſs, you brand them throughout England, as 
1 p2orant, wanting in abilities, deficient in piety, 
« unworthy 
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- © the people; but the door is open; impropery 


as they increaſe, diſorder and death mult ſollos 


1 } 
&« ynworthy of the confidence of God and ſenſi 
« Dear brethren. you know were it not for the 
*© thoſe men would ſoon find redreſs for ſuch 0, 
* on.” Here is a liſt of very ſolemn charges h 
againſt us. If they can be proved, we are unftfy 
religions ſociety. But it they cannot be made good, 
light muſt the brethren be viewed in who have pub 
theſe mitrepreſentations to the world? Ag thepy 
ges are ſo very ſerious, we ſhall call your attentient 
addreſs, and then appeal to every man's conſcin 
the ſight of God, whether they are juſt or nct, 
Theſe are our words. *'* Though we have ail 
methodiſt preachers rule their people without « 
ing them.” We again remind you we ſpeak tl 
rules; Many of the preachers do conſult they 
and have too much wiſdcm and grace to dooth 
but weak and ignorant men may avail then 
the rules formed by the conference, and uſe then 
« deſtruction of the work of God. Do not Wi; c 
« derſtand us, dear brethren, we have already reps 
« ſaid, the preachers in general have the confe 


« are, and will be admitted, whilſt preachers g 


- + fmuggled into connexion without the ſandion dM. fa 


e terly meetings. 


5 rent 2 

There are preachers recommended to conk ey 
perhaps every year, who have not a good report ally br 

« the people to whom they are beſt known, a5 00 

- © quently cannot have their approbation, (we (pi; +: 1 
of their ABILITIES for preaching the gore 90 


: t plan, 
And ſhould ignorant and worldly minded p. 
ver be authorized to appoint others, to rail n A0 
receive members, &c. muſt it not greatly H er are 


s © caule? Is there a circuit in England, where 0 e preac 
© tious men, who have been in ſociety twenty rules 0 


« years, that will not confirm theſe ſentimen o 


by they not ſay, there is the utmoſt danger from i bea ;; | 


; ter? Were every aſſiſtant obliged to act in cn genera 


. © with a leader, er quarterly meeting &c. won; 


« ſatisfy all parties, and remove every juſt cavk 
c plaiat ? How few ot our preachers, (recemm 


— 


EE 
reſent plan) are men of<ſuch diſtinguiſhed piety 
| enjinent abilities, as ſoon to gain the affections, and 
mand the confidence of the people]! When a young 
n, of weak (Parts and without zeal, enters a circuit 
entire ranger, thoſe who know our rules, recollect 
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l he has probably been ſent out by ſome aſſiſtant equally weak 
g , against the. judgment of the people in the cir- 
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y would do, if they knew he came with their hearty 
rrobation of his life and do trine ? But were a ſuita- 
an adopted, it would cauſe ſuch an union among 
methodiits, that we ſhould be as one family. And 
would it ſtrengthen the hands of a preacher, a- 
iſ} all his trials and temptations, to know he had not 
\ before he was ſent 3 that he had in effect the con» 
rence of the whole connection, the voice of the 
al i: the voice of Ged. But, at preſent, all is DOUBT, 
\RKNESS, and DISTRUST, and muft grow 


then ce the people that every new preacher is ſent of 
not! 4, Conference, as a body, cannot know their preach- 
reps tray, even diſtrict meetings on their preſent foun - 
rb en, can know but little of them, compared with 


per \ 
. 
on dl 


x: mult be known at a quarterly meeting. 


e ſuthciently proved their regard for the people to 
rent any ſuſpicion of their defigns ; but there is a 


cou rey in che conference, who are far from being ge- 

port e known to the connexion, and who never had 
an: an opportunity of proving the purity of their de- 
e {pt 525 the firit preachers, and therefore cannot be ſup- 
os to poiteſs equal confideuce; yet-thoſe,.on the pre- 
Olle 


t plan, have a power to make and execute trws for 
je te o/om they ase utterly unknown, WITHOUT 
ww AGAINST their conſent. / 

de t are the principal obſervations that we have made 
e preachers, From them it appears, 1. that the ex · 
rules of conference, on many ſubjects, are the foun- 
0 of all our complaints. 2. That notwithſtandin 
jitem is ſo impei fect and ſa liable to abuſe, the preach- 
general have acted in ſuch a manner, as to retain 
adence of the people. 3, Ignorant weak indivi- 
duals 
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fle every year, unleſs miracles be wrought to con- 


he labours of the leading men in the conference 
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jo ame from; how can they ſhow him that love 


mine them, becanſe they have been aſſerted by ) 


lf 
| 
| 


| 
duals, or perſons of bad principals may however, 
in ſome inſtances have) availed themſelves of the ib 
this ſyſtem allows, and acted contrary to the inter 
of the people. 4. The plan admits of preacher, h 
ſmuggled into connexion, 5. Preachers zre recom 
ed, and accepted in conference every year who: 20 
are not adequate to the work. And who would 
have come out, had the people been conſulted. 6 . 
preachers of this deſcription go into different circyix, 
people have reaſon to fear they have been brought cu 
aſſiſtants like themſelves. 7. An effeQual remedy 1 
poſed. We appeal to your conſciences, Have ve! 
geſted inſinuations which are groundleſs or unfair g 
preachers in general, or individuals in particular! p 
we ſtriven to make the people evil affected towards j 
old ſervants, and to deltroy their confidence in e 
Do we ſay of the young prezchers in general, thy | 
are weak, ignorant, not eminent for piety, nor of (f 
ent abilities to gain the eſteem and confidence of thep 
ple? Have we attempted to ſow diſcord among the 
thren on this or on any other ſabj.&, endeaventig 
make their minds evil af. ted, by unfair repreſeaty 
of old and yourg preachers? Have we branded they 
preachers through England, as weak, ignorant, | 
Have we indeed injured the parents and relaticrs «ff 
preachers, and muſt now aſk pardan of them for 
we have done? Have we defamed their charzQerstf 
a degree, that, were it not for their reſpect to the g 
of Chriſt, they wou'd proſecute us by the laws d 
Jand ? If theſe things are ſo, ought we not to be br; 
thro” theſe nations, as enemies to God, and all goodq 
But if they are not, what ſhall we ſay of thele brat 
who don't ſcruple thus to irjure our characters, un 
the whole connexion. 
If the people believe theſe reports, and reſuſe ij 


Mather and Pawſon, our characters will be deſtroyed 
the people miſled, without a poſſibility of our red 
the miſtake. But we are bold to aver, theſe clargt 
altogether unfounded, and can never be fairly ce 
from any thing aſſerted in our addreſs. We th 
chearſully leave our cauſe in the hands of that Cod 
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Pawn, in bis excellent pamphlet pub'iſhed laſt 
ſn fu upon the fubj<Q, that none can read it 
an un prejudices mind, without admiring his ſenti - 
„ A choice abſtract of it was lately publiſhed in 
in the pamphlet called Free Enquiry, &c. We 
orly ſelect one paſſage, refering the reader to 
nk itfelt, or to the abſtraR, that he may have clear 
this ſabje&, expreſſed at conſiderable length.” 
i cy2n the preachers be your repreſentatives, ſo as 
decide abſolutely for you, in things not enjoined of 
1/2? they are your ſervants for Chriſt's ſake, and I 
a vers great majority are willing to comply with 
har vilkes, and to ſerve you in every thing that tends 
hs glory of God, and your ſouls ſalvation. But 
bers of them differ in judgement from you, there- 
e vo mult maintain your freedom, and aſſert your 
he to very ordinance of God. Therefore in the 
ne of the Lord ſtand up »n your guard, and let no- 
an, or number of men bring you into bondage.“ 
Maher joins Meſſrs Thomſon and Benſon in theſe 
, * We invite all our brethren, preachers. flewards, 
rs, treſleesy and private members, throughout great 
ain and Ireland, to meet and unite with us in one 
and great effort, to preſerve the unity of a body 
ich has already proved an infinite bleſſing to ſo 
y mytiads of people &c. Let no injuſtice be- 
ne to any diſcription cf perſons among us. Let the 
xler; aſlembled in conference, the truſtees of our 
japels, the leaders and ſtewards of our ſocieties, and 
| the people ſtand in their proper places, and ſpar» 
uariy mark theſe words.] have their due ſhare of 
wer and regard.“ We leave you to judge of the 
fie; of theſe brethren warmly attacking us, for o- 
beir voice, and endeavouring to walk by the rules 
they formerly laid down. Since their preſent con- 
ls crectiy oppoyite to the ſentiments which they avow » 
lt year, we muſt leave you to determine, who are 
men, which are me? given to change. And alſo of 
propriety of their treating us ſo ſeverely for conſeiens 
ſcllowing, what we took to be the meaning of their 


vn 
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To what has already been advanced, we ſhy 
few remarks, which appear to us of conſiderahſe ng 
tance, upon different parts of the pamphlet, |, WW, 
charged, with attempting to deſtroy the work of f 

Has our condud for many years given 1iſe to f 
charge? Are we in our different ſtations attemptin | 
deſtroy, or enlarge it? Will any unprejudixed jt 
who knows us, join them in this declaration? If i . 
work of God for the preachers to rule without conf 
us; to make laws and govern us, without an interſer 
from the ſocieties or their repreſentatives, then w 
knowledge our addreſs is calculated to deſtroy this wy 
But if theſe, and other things of a ſimilar nature, vi 
we venture to call grievances to our people, are the we 
of man and are a ſpecies of ànſcriptural otpreſſion, wh 
our addreſs, if it have no influence to remove th 
will ever remain an unequivical teſtimony, againſt y 
ever is inconliftent with the unalienable rights of ci 
ans, and the infallib'e oracles of God. | 
2. We are charged with attempting to draw dit 
aſter us. To accompliſh this end, it is corfidently af 
ed, that we attempt to put out the eyes of cur re 
we flatter, and preteny to affect them, that theyq 
reaily affect us, &c. &c. &c. If this repreſentation of 
conduct be jull, ſcarcely an y fin is too great fer us tag 
mit, when it will anſwer the purpoſe of drawing dic 
aſter us. If theſe charges cen be proved againſt u 
muſt be ranked with the vileſt wretches under ben 
and ought to be expelled from the connexion, nil 
greateſt indignation. Bat if they cannot be pic 
ought not theſe brethren to be tried, according u 
rules of pacification, (that they may at lealt cpera 
one caſe before they are repealed) either in adi 
meeting, or in the next conference, for their großen 
preſentations which are fo injurious to our charadeg 
But we are happy to remark, that our brethreni 
neral, are not ot the ſame ſ:ntiment reſpeding 
Though Me Benſon is grieved that we ſhould la 
hand in any thing that ſeems calculated to ſtir up! 
among us, yet he declares, I know moſt of youloY 

that I give you full credit for what you aſſert, reſp! 
the wprightneſs of your intentions.“ The Sunder 
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ig meeting were of the ſame opinion. When we 
ved the following queſtion to the preachers, they 
ered in a manner that does honour to their cha- 


te luc rs „Shall we unite in affariog our mutual friends, 
* ＋ at whatever others do, notwirh ſtandipg a difference 
ed per | vecting a ntainedin the ad. 
{it by judgement reſpecting the ſul-{zAs contained in the ad 


reſs the parties preſent believe each other aiming at 
e real proſperity of religion, and that they will be 
acer over each otLers characters.“ All the preach- 
»clared © whatever difference there was in our ſen- 
1's upon the ſubjects that agitated us, they believed 
ged from th: belt of motives in writing and publiſn- 
he Neweaſtle addreſs,” And we are fully perſua- 
all who know us, eſpecially the ſocieties where many 
ve laboured as local preachers, if required, would 
come forvard to confirm the teſtimony of Mr 
hn and the diſtrict meeting. 

We are repreſented as waging war with the prea- 
and people. Several paſſiges are quoted from our 
6 which are called © Swords, drawn Swords.” With 
r in our hearts,“ and 4 drawn Swords” in our 
& we have entered the feld, that we may go on to do 
ard of miſchief, Dur wh it are theſe drawn Swords? 
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us tog | 
2 diſt Why, we have ventured to declare, the people have no 
WF 0ative, reſpecting our preſent oppreſſi ve 1yſtem of di- 
inſt us | F . * 

7 bende, but hee? ſubmiſſion, or open reſiſtance. We 


| told the preachers, that the power is in the hands 
he people, and ſhauld they be violently driver, to uſe 
hey can eaſily conſtrain the preachers, to ſubmit to a 
anab.e equitable plan, or leave the work. Is there 


2 pio 
ng 10 


"I ting like „drawn Swords” in what we have ſaid”? 
roll a we have uſed ſtrong expreſſions, are they rot 
raden vay conſiſtent with that love which hopeth all 


ps! 


en- Mather and Pan declare, that both old and 
ald n breachers are the” ſervants of the people. Is it 
ir up| reaſonable then for their maſters to know, by what 
ou to WP their ſervants walk, and how they manage all their 
reſp M's? Ought they not to know what their ſervants are 


bg, and how they uſe their property intruſtcd to their 
It this has not been properly attended to in days 
dere paſt, can any argument ariſe from hence that 

1 


zunder 
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it ſhould be forever? If 2 and yOuny { 
determine, that they ſhall neither inquire 1, 
know any thing particular of theirafſaire, are, tt, 
ters tamely to give up their place, that their f. 
may occupy it? would not this be worse than eg 
would it not be one of the evils which Soloman (gy 
the ſan, where he ſays, I have ſeen ſerrauh 
horſes, and Princes walking as ſervants on ths gf 
If they do inquire, and find ſeveral things chat wy 
forming, may they not venture to give their { 
ſome intormation of what they can go, it they vi 
their conduct? If their ſervants perfii in having they 
will againſt the advice and remonſtrances of their ny 
will not re/tance become a duty? will it not be ne 
for them trankly to declare, we mult have our af; 
tuture, both openly and ſcripturaily managed. 
determine to kecp us in the dark, and reſolve to be li 
over God's heritage, though through great co 

Hon you will be content to bear the humble title of 
we are come to a fixed reſolution, to have all or 
ſuitably managed, and therefore you mult either c 
with our reaſonabie requiſition, or leave that work 
God has owned, in ſo remarkable a manner. 
therefore, ſhould any of them determine to lea 
« merely becauſe the people are reſolved to be cou 
« ed, could they be juſtified by their own conſe 
« the unprejudiſed reaſon of good men, or the ak, 
&« word oFGod ?” Yet becauſe we have informal 
connexion, that this power is in the hands of the pt 
we are reproached as having war in our heart 
that our reaſonable exprethons, are drawn ſx 
We have often read © I the Lord fearch the heart 


ce 


try the reins &c.“ If theſe brethren could examine 
principles as the Lord Jehovah does, they would ee, th 
as far as it is conſiſtent with «contending earnelily ba 
the faith nance delivered to the ſaints?” we are rel | 
to follow peace with all men, and holinefs wil Ig 
which no man can ſee the Lord.” ; La 
4. We are invited to a re-coaſideration of out [ 
ments, that we may find 6ut “ the avrong we have 4 
and be brought to a ſpeedy repentance. The firſ Whi 
of this advice we have conſcientiouſly attended toe 


* 


1 
mol mature conſideration of our fentiments, 
11/2 exactly of the ſame mind, and therefore, we 
Jr tetract, nor repent for what we have publiſhed, 
+i21c25 acquit us of every improper motive; and 
eur brethren may think at peeſent, it appe ars 
- tre is not far diſtant, when it will be fuß cot» 
;rery thinking perſon, that our addreſs is the beſt 
41c01/d be given, of our ſincere attachment to 
e of caethodiſm. 


bal now conclude by remarking, firſt, the unfair 
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zus addreſs. As a ſpecimen, examine the follows 
elt nul 


10 man lead a claſs, enter a pulpit, travel a cit» 


g 1 but by the conſent of ſuch a majority (of lead - 
d. ta quarterly — Let him who does, and 
„del recommended ſuch, be publicly branded as an 


jj to that place, yea the whole connexion.” On 
this paſſage any perſon would imagine, that it 
quotation, It inftnuates, that we declare, . 
man ſhould lead a elaſs, enter a pulpit, travel a 
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. om the majority of a leader and quarterly meet- 


one That it any perſon preſume to engage in any 
be e nmtters, without the conſent of ſuch a majority, 
coul e chat he, and the perſon who recommends hin 
he in pablicly branded as enemies to methodiſm, not 
nfo” che place where this happens, but thraugh 


the connexion. Will our words be found to ſpeak 


hear nge, when fairly quoted? Let ns hear them. 
an circuit were to determine, that the preachery 
\e hen cke woney, yearly and Kingſwood collections, 


e kept in the hands of the town and circuit ewe 
that no perſon ſhall lead a claſs, enter a pulpit, 
tare the approbation of a majority of the leaders 
larterly meeting; that it any man be ſent as a 
ng preacher to any circuit, without the conſent 
La majority, the perſon ſent out, and the preacher 

recommended him, ſhall be publicly branded as 
s to the whole connexion, and eſpecially to the 
"here he is appointed to travel: ſhould the 
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eur brethren have thought proper to take in quo- 


unige fo uſe this power, who can hinder them . 
[ts 


yithou: obtaining liberty to exerciſe in theſe cf. - 
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Our words are a ſuppoſition of the power th, 
have to controul the preachers, ſhould they gy 
mine to uſe it. They contain no exhortation ta, 
cties to uſe that power. And the branding ny 
only refers to bringing out preachers to tram 
the conſent of the people. Are there not ohy 
tions equally unfair? Are they not made to ul 
we never intended? Would it not be poſſible tn 
bible ſpeak alinoſt any thing, were we to perſie 4 
thod ? By taking detached places and uniting f 
could hear it ſay, © And he caſt down the Pieces 
in the temple, and departed, and went and hang 
ſelf, Go and do thou likewue.”” Matt. 27. q 


10. . 

We ſhall in the ſecond place, ſeriouſly aſk om 
to reſolve us in the following queries. Is the 
tion of walking by the rule of general cuſtom x 
binding to the preachers ? If they refuſe tom 
tive laws, will not this be a proof that 
power in themſelves to act independently of the 
when they think it neceſſary? May not me 
brought iato ſociety by our preſent exiſting rale 
influence of a preacher and a leader? Would i 
poſſible to point ont « an inſtance of a member 
ceived when objeded to by a leader, or private 
Have thoſe that deſire to ſpeak in our connetig 
generally 7/7 propoſed by ſome approved local 
2 it known in the different circuits that « 
commendation, the brother is permitted to try 
till the next quarterly meeting, where his caſe h 
ed before all preſent,” and if no objetion i 
continued by mutual conſent ? Is this method e 
ducing local preachers practiſed in our connei 
ding to your knowledge? Are the following Wh. | 
„Have any of you any objections to me e 
Jabourers? Have you any thing to propoſe-for 
ral good of theeircuit.or of your ſociety ? a (ond. 
our Jaders and ſtewards on the admiſſion of ere 
ers ? May not theſe queſtions be propoſed, u . 
Vocal preachers never be thought of by any tang ;. 

nt? Are all that come out co trayel prepaid 

diſtriet meeting”; or are many brougbi 0 
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med there? Of whom do the preachers make, 
| inquiry they ean concerning Their piety, abili - 
1 uſetalneſs” in the diſtrict meeting? Is it of the 
this inq ry is made, or of a Angle preacher who. 
le up his mind to bring a perſon out to travel, 
e ace none to oppoſe him? «Is it generally 
hrough the circuit,” in a few days ho are to 
aſd at conference,'” or often kept a profound ſe- 
zit generally known ** af or before the next quar« 
ting,” and are the above inquiries, © though no 
weſtion be aſked” a © virtually conſulting every 
ent?“ Are any of the people preſent when their 
e called over in the conferences, or only the 
ts? Are queſtions aſked reſpecting their abilities 
ilneſs, as well as thair moral character? ls there 
und to triumph on account of the rules of paci- 
| that refer to the trying preachers, hen they 
made laſt year, and never have been allowed to 
to our knowledge, in a ſingle inſtance? eſpecial - 
theſe brethren greatly doubt, if we are t ipe ſor 
ws far? 82 — 
il the collections „ reckoned by the Rewards and 
note of the amount taken, 4 which the ſtew- 
enter or not enter as he pleaſes“ in his book ? 
the preachers, elpecially in large towns, receive. 
deal of money for the yearly collection, the 

fund, and even for the Kingſwood ſchool, 
le wards know nothing about? Do any perſons, 

plans of the preachers hut themſelves ; un- 
in very rare cafes? If all the collections be 
in the public ledger in the conference, would it 
wisfation for a man to go from Inverneſs te Lon- 
amine it, when he is conſcious that all the ac- 
yen in there, were never faitly examined before 
pe? As no © accidental iaquiries*”” can make 
de ſum, would it not be a poor reward to travel 
thouſand miles to examine the ledger ? Has 
ible care been taken not to waſte the public 
Will not many of our prey conclude that 
reſſions are too ſtrong ? hat was the rea 


Meffrs Mather and Pawſon paſſed fo gectly over 
hers fund the London law ſuit——and the - 
an letter? Was it becauſe they were well known 
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to our people, or The, | they . not bear i 
tion? . Are their obſervations on the formaig, 
laws, ſatisfactory to thoſe who examine cur affain 
all that has been ſaid to the contrary, are vt 1 
people ruled without being conſulted”? 
_ Laſtly: we ſhall juſt makea few remarks on 
of ſcripture which they have quoted. #* Marky, 
at cauſe diviſions among you, from ſuch tur | 
Our plan is avowed!ly de/igned ** to unite the prez 
people, and to make them one forever;” ther 
text cannot apply to us.-—* It they perſecyts 
one City, flee to another.” As we have not thek 
ſign to perſecute, but on the contrary, endure Aon 
of perſecution for what we have done, this ten w 
to ourſelves ; but have no deſign at preſent, to ff 
dur place or nation, to avoid future attacks of j 
nature.“ Yea wipe off the very duſt of you 
zainſt them, who will not receive ou. As we 
Tcben to ſhut qur doors againſt, the preachers, ul 
act quite differently in the future from what th 
done, we have no fears of the duſt being wipedf 
Feet of theſe brethren, as a witneſs againſl us, f 
we have done. If they ſhould uſe their authoriy gc: 
reſpect, without proving that we are wrong, pe | 
witneſs would be borne this way againſt us — 
them who have the rule over you &.“ If they 
according to the goſpel of Chriſt, we ſhall eben 
bey. But ſhould any thing contrary to this y 
their conduct, it may become a duty not to ol 
pecially in thoſe things which are againſt the int 
the people at large. That they may rule wel 
counted worthy of double honour, is the d 
Prayer of our hearts. | 
We both ſee the heauty and propriety of thei 
mort ejaculation. «4 Moſt merciful Lord! th 
4 that ſatan has deſired to have us, that he m 
% as wheat, but do thou ſtill pray fer us, that « 
« fail not! and you brethren pray ſor us, that 
e buſineſs no occaſion may be given by ay word 
46 for any of the enemies of religion to ſay“ a 
We are happy in obſerving, that many of the Wt . 
rs ate willing to help in fixing a plan that willy. 
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ves, We mall onclude our remarks with a letter. 
was ſent from the Nottingham diſtri& meeting, 
, has ſince been circulated thro*- England) in an- 
a Has addreſs which they received from the dele. 
4 of the leading ſocieties in the diſtrict. It breathes 
\ 2 ſpirit cf piety aud candor, as cannot be too much 


red. 
To Meſſrs Hall, Barlow, Fatham, &c- 
Dear Brethren, 


We {el it our deſire to promote as much as poſſible 
e credit and proſperity of that cauſe, in which we (as 
iniſters of the goſpel) are engaged. With this view 
e lonely declare our wiſh, that the grievances of 
ich our people complain, may meet with the redreſs 
conference, 


We only ſpeak the ſentiments of our hearts when 


thority We ſay, that we fincerely LOVE the BRETHREN ; 
g, peil feel it the greateſt pleaſure of our lives, to ſpend, 
ie ſpent, for their preſent and future advantage : 
they d we are fully perſuaded that while we act difentereo 


„ we have nothing to fear, but ævery thing to hope. 


t to ive are happy to find, that Mr BENSON has no 
ection, that all preachers ſhould come into connexion 
b the veice of he PEOPLE ; this, (to ſay nothing 
prudence) we conſider to be 129 more, than EQUITY” 
| JUSTICE will claim. Agreeable to ſuch principles 
| neiples we wilh ever to abide by) we further obſerve; 
rd members of ſociety ſhould be admitted, or cxclu + 
by a majority of the leaders: that the circuit 


5 that k | ſociety ſtewards, ſhould be the voluntary choice of 
us, jajTrity of the people, together with the preachers: 
Mt al and that all other regulations which concern us; 


of the areligious body) ſhouſd be grounded on a founda- 
WW 6 laſting, as it is juſt ; and as proſperous as it is 
at wn ent. 48 as 

« We 
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" 7 of delegates ſrom our circuits into the conference 
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& We ſee n no n to oe th 5 admin of aa 
gates from our ſocieties, into our diſtri meellgez 


ei aſſiſt and adviſe with us, in all matters, which prop 


4 » 

As felends of our common n children of q 
xe Heavenly Father—as fellow brethren in Chriſt Jef 
c we intreat you, pray for us,“ that he who gon 
« in Zion, may ever preſide over us, and daternine 

* all Hur codnfels. “ 


We are, dear Brethren, a3 . 4 


* 


e affe&ionate ſervants for Chriſt's ſake 
Sn! HANBY; , THOMAS Lovoltt 
SIMON DAY, _ JONATHAN PAT 
JOHN prAUMONTy 10 HN ATKINS, | 
A0 Ag DUNN, Jom NELSON, 


GEORGE + SARGE ANT, GEORGE DERM0 


— GREAVES, GEORGE MORLEY 
— th Jfax. 


8 e my doubts chat the eee propoſed 
2 not * the ee of the goſpel. 


an « SAMUEZ. BARDSL 


«6c Nottingham May the 29th #796." | 
l in behalf of the Nowealte diſtri comm 
9 WILLIAM SMITH 
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